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Practicing “the Practical Seminar in Education”
in the Teachersʼ Trainning Course and Its Issues:
Using the Plan for the Class of “Letʼs Make the World Map of Imported
Foods Using Fliers of Supermarkets” as a Teaching Material
Hiroko MASUDA1
Abstract
“The practical seminar in Education” is stated as the compulsory for the students in the teachersʼ
training course. It is important to fullfill the following conditions to practice the seminer; that is: for the
busy students who have the attitude for being a teacher but not so much motivated studying hard, to
make them engaged in some activities, and through it to have them study something useful in their
future by discovering, communication, and noticing. From this viewpoint, the plan for the class of “Letʼs
make the world map of imported foods” was carried out. This plan was proposed in Kudo (1993) and
practiced in Watanabe (1993) and Nosaka (1996) for the pupils of elementary school. The effects
expected in this plan were as follows: (1) Students could learn how to construct their teaching material
from ther raw materials, (2) They could experience the active and intiative class, and (3) They could
learn the variation of imported foods, moreover, they could re-learn the name and location of the food
producing district. By analysing both the observation of studentsʼ activity and their opinions on the
class, the expected 3 effects were observed in Study 1. But there were some issues remained both in
applying this plan to 3 different categories of students, and in distributing the proper time to the given
activities. This issue points were emended in Study 2, and the expected 3 effects were observed as
well. From these results, the effectiveness of this plan for university students also were illustrated.
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